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had begun with castles, such as the acquisition of
Malta, Gibraltar, and Quebec. Then came the scheme
of colonising from Downing Street by knights and
bishops. Highly competent gentlemen sometimes
went out whose views were rather a relief to the Home
Government than an absolute bounty to the Colony.
But whatever the system, the Queen still remained ;
and lastly, where the pawns go the Empire goes. The
emigrant who leaves these shores as a rule takes the
Empire on his back, and the purpose of the Imperial
Federation League was to make this a vivid notion.
He repudiated the charge that the members of the
League were " visionary dreamers." Their work was
eminently practical, though animated by a great,
lofty, historical, and Imperial sentiment. In conclu-
sion, he paid a pleasant compliment to the Governor-
General designate of Canada, Lord Stanley of Preston
(16th Earl of Derby), a political opponent, but
honoured for " the honest steady work he has done
for the interests of the State."

In July, at a meeting of the League to welcome a
Canadian statesman, Rosebery notes : " A Mr. Parkin
of New Brunswick spoke with great force and volu-
bility." This was his first meeting with the man
whose name is most nearly connected with the
Imperial Federation movement.

The Leeds Chamber of Commerce offered Rosebery
an address of welcome in the autumn (October llth),
and speaking of foreign policy, he pointed out how
closely it had become entwined with colonial policy,
now that the Powers had begun a career of colonial
aggrandisement- We now had neighbours every-
where all over the world. He favoured the extension
of commerce by purely peaceful methods, and pointed
out that the Colonies in proportion to their population
took a larger share of British goods than foreign
countries. Chambers of commerce could mature
public opinion on the retention of colonies in the
Empire, and if they did not want to be left alone in
the world with Ireland, they must give a larger share